Network for Aviation Museums

— 2026 Webinar & Call for Abstracts

About the Webinar

The Network for Aviation Museums, the first Special Interest Group of CIMUSET (the ICOM
International Committee for Museums and Collections of Science and Technology), warmly
invites aviation museum professionals and institutions to its 2026 webinar. Following the
Network’s first rotating theme, Collecting & Conservation, the webinar brings the community
together to strengthen professional capacity and to encourage research and exchange among

aviation museums worldwide.

Dates

The 2026 programme consists of two online sessions: a kick-off session and the webinar.

Further details on timing and access will be announced.

Webinar — 20 November 2026 (provisional): the formal webinar of the 2026 programme,
consisting of presentations selected through the call for abstracts below. The call for abstracts

applies only to this webinar and does not concern the kick-off session.

Kick-off Session — 11 September 2026 (provisional)

An informal session held ahead of the webinar, where members get to know one another
and, drawing on case presentations prepared separately for the session, freely share light

brainstorming and insights on the theme.

Language

The entire programme — presentations, discussion, and the proceedings published after the

webinar — will be conducted in English only.



Theme

This webinar addresses a practical and still unresolved question for every aviation
museum: how do we collect, restore, and label original aircraft, replicas, and reproductions?
When an original airframe cannot be acquired, museums must decide on what terms a replica
or reproduction is accepted, and how its authenticity is communicated to visitors. Yet the field
still lacks a shared definition or labelling framework for these terms. This webinar gathers
members’ own collection guidance and practical cases in one place, taking a first step toward
common understanding. After the webinar, the presentations will be compiled and shared as

proceedings.

Call for Abstracts

This call for abstracts applies only to the webinar on 20 November 2026; it does not concern the

kick-off session. We welcome contributions from members in two groups:

 Group 1 — Sharing Collection Guidance: a presentation introducing a document from
your institution’s aircraft-related collection guidance (collection policy, acquisition or
labelling criteria) that can be offered to other museums as a reference sample. A
willingness to share such material is a requirement for Group 1; where the full document
cannot be shared, sharing only the portion relevant to the webinar theme is also

acceptable.

« Group 2 — Institutional Cases and Open Questions: a presentation centred on the real
problems and constraints your institution encounters around the collection, restoration,
and labelling of originals, replicas, and reproductions, together with your own views and

recommendations.

How to Submit

« Abstracts should be between 250 and 300 words.

« Submissions must be received by midnight (24:00, CET) on 31 July 2026. Late entries

will not be considered.



Abstracts must be submitted in English.

Please indicate your group (Group 1 or Group 2) and use the corresponding submission

form.

All abstracts will be vetted; applicants will be notified by email of acceptance or rejection

by the end of August 2026, together with presentation details.

All submissions and enquiries should be sent to the CIMUSET Secretary:

secretary.cimuset@icom.museum



